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On Aug. 24, after two days of intense bargaining, government and rebel negotiators "provisionally"
suspended peace talks after failing to reach final agreement on a human rights accord. In earlier
rounds of negotiations, the two sides had reached agreement on 10 of the 12 points contained in
the proposed accord. The accord on human rights is the second of an 11-point overall negotiations
agenda. (For most recent previous coverage of negotiations, see CAU 08/14/92.) The two remaining
points on which agreement was not reached are application of an international humanitarian
code of conduct regarding war-time treatment of non-combatant civilians, prisoners of war,
the war injured and other victims of the conflict; and appointment of a special commission to
investigate major human rights violations committed during the armed conflict. According to
talks mediator Archbishop Rodolfo Quezada, government negotiators called on each side to sign a
"unilateral" commitment to abide by international humanitarian standards of conduct. He said the
Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca, URNG)
rebels insisted that the agreement be "bilateral" so as to assure mutual accountability and that
commitments are legally binding. Disagreements regarding the special commission to investigate
human rights violations center on the composition of the commission, the time period to be covered
by the investigation, and on the amount of time the commission would be allowed to spend on its
investigations. The URNG proposed that the commission begin its work as soon as a human rights
accord is signed, while the government argued that work should not begin until after a definitive
peace accord including a cease fire and mechanisms for the reintegration of rebels into civilian life
is achieved. In statements to reporters during a recess in the talks, URNG leader Pablo Monsanto
reiterated the rebel position that armed struggle would continue "until an overall agreement which
lays the basis for resolving the fundamental causes of the country's internal conflict is reached."
In an Aug. 25 press conference, government negotiations commission chief Manuel Conde said
he "regretted" the "lack of flexibility" on the part of the URNG and rejected charges that the
government had been "intransigent." Conde accused the rebels of violating the negotiations agenda
by threatening to continue armed struggle. However, he added, the government "will be the last one
to abandon the bargaining table." (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish News
Service EFE, 08/21/92, 08/22/92; Notimex, 08/23-25/92)
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